
Sir Warwick Fairfax Professor of Celtic Studies Chair 
 

Sydney University has announced that Dr Jonathan Wooding Ph.D has 
been appointed as the successor to Prof Anders Ahlqvist in the Sir 
Warwick Fairfax Professor of Celtic Studies Chair.  He will take up 
this appointment in late 2013. 
 
Dr Wooding's experience as a head of department and a leader of 
research teams in Wales and the spread of his interests that include not 
only Wales but Ireland, Scotland, Cornwall and Brittany make him an 
ideal choice for this position.  He has a wide spectrum of skills from 
archaeology to theology and Celtic languages.  His research has 
covered aspects of religion and theology in the Celtic World, 
monasticism, and church archaeology. 

 
Dr Wooding is a graduate of the University of Sydney and did his Ph.D at the university 
under the supervisor of Dr Lyn Olson.  While he was at Sydney he contributed to the early 
Celtic studies Conferences and helped edit the volumes of conference papers that emerged. 
 
Dr Wooding has most recently been Reader in Religious History in the School of Theology, 
Religious Studies and Islamic Studies at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, Lampeter 
Campus.  He was Director of the Centre for the Study of Religion in Celtic Societies.  He has 
been made a Patron of Churches Tourism Network Wales.  His teaching and research centre 
on the medieval church and society in Celtic Britain and Ireland, with an emphasis on 
settlement, pilgrimage, and the literature concerning the travels of saints. 
 
Dr Wooding's publications include: 
'Communication and Commerce along the Western Sealanes AD 400-800' (1996) 
'The Vikings' (1998) 
'The Otherworld Voyage in Early Irish Literature - an Anthology of Criticism' (2000) 
'Saints and Seafarers: Perigrinatio and the Ocean Desert in the Celtic Lands' (2007) 
'A Guide to the Churches and Chapels of Wales' (2011) with  Nigel Yates 
'Adomnan of Iona: Theologian, Lawmaker, Peacemaker' (2010) as editor with Rodney Aist, 
Thomas Owen Clancy and Thomas O'Loughlin 
'Ireland and Wales in the Middle Ages' (2007) as editor with Karen Jankulak. 
 


